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Introduction
The first steps taken by the EU towards a European identity were in the 1970’s starting with the 

‘Declaration on the European Identity’ in 1973

In spite of EU successes in political and economic spheres of integration it became apparent through 

the 1980’s and 1990’s that there were still no feelings of communal European identity

Following the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1989 Europe found itself well placed to pursue a policy 

of integration 

“with no immanent invaders, no New World, no colonies, no occupiers against whom it can take 

shape” (Bornemam & Fowler, 1997; 488) there was a window to establish European integration



Introduction
In the push for a stronger European community, EU bureaucrats have turned to symbols as a catalyst in creating a 

common identity, 

Evans-Pritchard’s model of structural-functionalism 

Some symbolic introductions that unite the EU member states are a common flag, motto, anthem, passport, currency 

and number plate as well as other initiatives of invented traditions; European Day, Eurovision, the annual European city 

of culture and European sporting events which have done well to stimulate an awareness of ‘Europeaness’ (T. King, n.d)

“We have made Europe, now we have to make Europeans” (P.Huyst, 2009). 



Introduction
Gellner’s (1983) notions of state building through political territory relating to peoplehood ring loud in EU’s 

symbolic initiatives which used many of the guiding principles for nation-state building and applied them to the 

supranational state level

The flag, motto and anthem provide banners for common identification

‘Europe’s city of culture’ all symbolically enforce an idea of shared space which traditionally bolstered the 

formation European nation-states

“These initiatives have enjoyed success in creating a symbolic identity that arouse an awareness of a European 

community, however fall short of stirring any feelings of “deep, horizontal comradeship” (Anderson, 1983)



Distinction in symbols
Do not manifest in people’s day-to-day lives but they are representing the EU in abstract ways

◦ Flag, motto, anthem, Europe Day 

Secondly, symbolic meanings but also manifest in practical and material life 

◦ the Euro currency, European Passport (Johan Fornäs, n.d)





Timeline of initiatives

1955/1985 European Flag

1971 European Anthem

1973 Declaration on the European Identity

1985 European Passport

1998 European Union's Vehicle number plate

1999 Euro Currency

2000 European motto



The European flag



The European flag
“The European flag is the symbol not only of the European Union but also of Europe's unity and 

identity in a wider sense” (European Union, 2015)

The stars symbolize the ideals of unity, solidarity and harmony among the people of Europe

Is it successful in its objective?

“The European flag is seen as a positive symbol for Europe, but there is reluctance to adopt it” 

(European Commission, 2012)



Familiarity with flag

Italy is the only country where more than one in ten respondents have never seen it (11%)

Eurobarometer, 2012



Opinions of the European flag 

Eurobarometer, 2012



Cont.
The non-European identities have stronger present in the minds citizens than its European counterpart

This feeling can be illustrated by the following quote 

“how they would feel if the EU flag was set on fire): “It would be shocking, but it would have more impact if it 

would be a Belgian or a Flemish flag” (Ioana-Sabina Prisacariu, 2007)

A second example can be found in their response to the idea of a European anthem. The anthem, as such, is being 

positively perceived, but it remains a delicate thing to play such a song after the Belgian anthem (e.g. on a sporting 

event). This indicates a more emotional attachment to being Belgian (Ioana-Sabina Prisacariu, 2007)



The Euro



The Euro and European Identity
Currency does not only serves economic functions but also act as a symbol of place, locality, 

power and identity

One currency for one Europe

“The euro, a symbol of European identity, is one of the strongest tangible symbols of European 

integration and the shared values of Europe, the European nations and Europeans themselves” 

(European Commission, 2013)



The Euro and European Identity
When the European Central Bank launched the euro currency in 2001 internal EU dislocations 

seemed unthinkable

The EU was filled with promise for an economy of stability and strength that would foster a basis 

for solidarity in European identity

Indeed the euro did bring greater efficiency, higher trade volumes and GDP growth that would 

compete with USA



The Euro and European Identity
Economic improvements were coupled with carefully chosen symbols that denote “spirit of 

openness and co-operation...the dynamism and harmony of contemporary Europe” (ECB, 2011) 

that would harness psychological and emotive alignments with EU citizenship

The impact of the euro crisis stripped the euro of its political, economic and symbolic success 

and turned its own agenda of economic levelling and European harmony on its head 

Subsequently austerity brought neonationalism, sharp stereotyping, widespread EU distrust and 

distasteful national relations



Feeling of being European

Eurobarometer, 2014



Feeling of being European
(by member states)

Eurobarometer, 2014



European Union's Vehicle number plate

 The common EU format of having a blue section on the extreme left with EU Circle of stars and 

the country code was introduced by Council Regulation (EC) No 2411/98 of 3 November 1998

 It entered into force on the 11 November 1998

 It was based on a model registration plate which several member states had introduced: Ireland 

(1991), Portugal (1992) and Germany (1994)



European Citizenship



European Citizenship
An initiation of collective identity 

The legal concept of citizenship of the European Union was formally introduced into the 
EC Treaty in 1993 by the Treaty of Maastricht

Every national of a Member State shall be a citizen of the Union

Citizenship of the Union is additional to and not replace national citizenship

The introduction of EU citizenship proceeded with gradual activation of collective rights 
and duties for the citizens of Member States

The purpose of this this new legal status was to strengthen and enhance the European 
collective identity and enable European citizens to participate in the European integration 
process in a more intense way



EU Citizenship Benefits
Move and reside freely within the any EU country

EU Passport

Duel voting rights, vote for and stand as a candidate in European Parliament and municipal 

elections

Have a right to be protected by the diplomatic and consular authorities of any other EU country

Have a right to contact and receive responses from EU institution in any EU official language

Have a right to apply for EU grants and financial assistance for conducting business

EU Social Benefits 



Survey on EU Citizenship awareness
the European Commission, asked citizens of the EU to clarify how familiar they are with their status 

as an EU citizen, and the various rights they possess through this supra “nationality”

The survey was carried out in 2010 

Randomly selected citizens aged 15 years and above were interviewed in the twenty-seven Member 

States of the European Union

Interviews were predominantly carried out by telephone in Austria, Finland, Italy, Portugal and 

Spain 

In Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia 

face-to-face interviews were also conducted



Survey on EU Citizenship awareness
Findings

90% respondents  aware that “they are both citizens of the EU and  national at the same 

time”

79% of EU citizens claim familiarity with the term “citizen of the European Union”

43% say they know its meaning 

32% of respondents consider themselves well informed about their rights 

20% say “they can choose to be a citizens of the EU ”

(European Commission, 2010)



Euro barometer

Eurobarometer, 2012



Survey on Electoral Rights
EU citizens awareness of their electoral rights: The majority of European citizens are correctly 

identifying their electoral rights at local and European level

Such awareness significantly increased as regards European elections in the last few years

72% are aware that a citizen of the EU living in their country has the right to vote or to stand as a 

candidate in European Parliament elections

(European Commission, 2010)



Eurobarometer, 2013



EU Passport
The European Union does not issue separate passports, but the passports issued by its 28 

member states share a common design and color 

The word "European Union" is embossed on the cover page along with country name, with 

common security features and biometrics 

With a valid passport, EU citizens are entitled to exercise the right of free movement in the EU 

countries without a visa





EU Passport : In Practice 
But passport as collective identity is not collectively practiced

An EU citizen can equally have benefits of free movements and residence by his national 

identification like nationality card or citizenship card

EU biometric passport is serving as just just a new gate way to enter any EU country through 

automated gates as those holding national identity cards must pass through the immigration

European Unions passport as collective identity initiation is still a debatable topic as practically it 

does not bring in additional benefits to citizens except signing off immigration counters



Schengen Area Formation
During the 1980s, a debate began over the meaning of free movement of persons keeping internal border checks 

in order to distinguish between citizens of the EU and non-EU nationals

France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands decided in 1985 to create a territory without internal 

borders 

This became known as the "Schengen area", after the town in Luxembourg where the first agreements were 

signed

Following the signing of the Treaty of Amsterdam, this intergovernmental cooperation was incorporated into the 

EU framework on 1 May 1999

Twenty-two of the twenty-eight EU participate in the Schengen Area

members that do not form part of the Schengen Area are Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus and Romania and United 

Kingdom



EU Social Security Benefits
The EU rules on social security coordination apply following benefits: 

Health and Sickness 

Maternity and paternity

Old age pensions

Pre retirements

Death grants

Unemployment benefits

Family benefits

Accidental benefits



EU Social Security - Regulation
The rules on social security coordination do not replace national systems with the EU system

All countries are free to decide who is to be insured under their legislation

which benefits are granted and under what conditions

When a citizen claim a benefit, his previous periods of insurance, work or residence in other 

countries are taken into account

These have to be observed by national authorities and administrations social security 

institutions 



European Health Insurance Card

A free card that gives access to medically necessary

It provides healthcare during a temporary stay in any of the 28 EU countries

But it s not an alternative to travel insurance. It does not cover any private healthcare or costs

does not guarantee free services. As each country’s healthcare system is different, the  service that 
cost nothing at home might not be free in another country



Scholarship and co-operation programs – Building a collective 
identity

Erasmus Mundus

Idea behind introducing this program is to create and promote collective identity especially 

among the young generation by EU hosting scholarship programs in the field of education and 

research 

Students will experience quality learnings in different universities across Europe  

The program was lately introduced to the other countries which has benefited the EU to create 

external identity



Conclusion
EU bureaucrats have done well to create European symbols of identity that raise awareness to 

the European community through nation-like symbols such as the flag, motto, education 

exchanges and currency, passport etc.

EU’s initiatives to create a symbolic European identity have been not very successful because the 

symbols “have multiple, fluid, contested and often contradictory meanings” (Shore, 2012) 

However, the way the symbols have translated in practical terms of creating an imagined 

community have had less success



Conclusion
The euro crisis resulted in raising internal tensions that is bringing the EU to cracking point and also led to 

negative discourses about EU symbols

In short, the EU has initiated many projects towards building collective identity, but it have less impact on 

citizen’s sentimental feelings about being an European citizen
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