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Multiculturalism 

• Body of political ideas and theory 

• Policy and state action at local and national levels

• A climate of opinion 

Present climate rather anti-multiculturalism 

• Multicultural citizenship

• Concept of equality 

• Other positives of Multiculturalism 



Criticism of Multiculturalism  

• Fails to recognize modern realities and ignores all other forms of diversity, 

except difference of nationality

• Assume identities as static and ascribed

• Continued to reinforce past connotations of identity

• Became an over protected community

• Insisted on tick box classification



Shift to Interculturalism 

• The Bouchard- Taylor Report: “Reasonable Accommodation” 

(Case of dropped kirpan)

Interculturalism address some significant issues:  

• Identity as dynamic concept

• Recognition of all other forms of difference 

• New powers and political structure 

• Inter-disciplinary approach 



Perspectives of Interculturalism 

Interculturalism defined by Meer and Modood, 2011 as:

▪ Something greater than coexistence, geared more towards intercultural 
interaction and dialogue.

▪ Something less groupist and yield more of synthesis than multiculturalism.

▪ Something committed to built a stronger sense of the whole  

In general it means:

▪ Abandoning the old politics of identity 

▪ Valuing people of mixed race, mixed communities

▪ Providing interculturalism education and give people the confidence to relate to 
one another  



Gerard Bouchard (2011), draws upon the work of CoE (2008) to define 

interculturalism as:

• Rejection of Multiculturalism

• Rejection of Assimilation

• The choice of interculturalism as a middle path, as model of balance and 

equity 

Perspectives of Interculturalism 



Recent development in Interculturalism

• Support of the council of Europe: Publication of Ted Cantle’s 

Interculturalism: The new era of Cohesion and Diversity

• Investing in Intercultural dialogue

• The work of Contact Theorist

• Academic and conceptual support

• Intercultural skills in the workplace  

• Boosting Intercultural competence in education system 



Intercultural cities programme 

(ICC)

• Concept originated with the British think tank Comedia, supported by 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 

• Also, a capacity-building project in Eurocities commissioned by CoE in 

partnership with European Commission. 

• Explore the extent to which increased intercultural dialogue, exchange 

and activity can be a catalyst to economic activities. 



Conclusory thoughts

• Interculturalism as bottom-up approach

• Interculturalism not as an alternative to Multiculturalism 

• Role of politicians and heads of state

• Secularism as key component of Interculturalism 

• Essence of change, both endemic and necessary especially in case of 

language and culture preservation 


